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6 Foreword / Avant-propos / David S. Koffman and Joshua Tapper
Volume 41 Editors’ Foreword

Our special summer 2025 volume is a standalone social science survey and report
about Jewish student and family experiences of antisemitism in kindergartens and
grade, middle, and high schools across Canada’s largest province, which approxi-
mately half of the country’s Jews call home. Sociologist Robert Brym’s A Survey on
Antisemitism in Ontario’s K-12 Schools represents the first comprehensive, data-driv-
en analysis of the sort, and thus addresses a topic of growing public concern and
contributes valuable empirical insight into how antisemitism manifests in the public
educational context and system today.

Based on a survey of nearly 600 Jewish parents and their reports of over 780 incidents
involving their children, the study offers a detailed portrait of the nature, frequency,
and perceived severity of antisemitic incidents across school types and regions. It
further examines the institutional responses to these incidents, the emotional and
behavioural impact on students, and broader social dynamics that may influence
their occurrence.

While the findings are troubling, the study approaches them with analytical clarity
and methodological care. It avoids alarmism while drawing attention to the dis-
crepancy between official school board commitments to inclusion and the everyday
experiences of many Jewish students. It also contributes to wider scholarly and policy
conversations by providing clear recommendations for improving reporting mech-
anisms, institutional accountability, and educational practices.

Brym’s work exemplifies the kind of empirically grounded, policy-relevant schol-
arship that Canadian Jewish Studies aims to promote. Since we believe this study will
be of interest not only to scholars of Canadian Jewish life but also to educators, pol-
icymakers, and community leaders concerned with equity and inclusion in schools,
we fast-tracked the double-blind peer review process so that the survey could be
published over the summer, well in advance of the 2025 school year.

We are grateful to Bob for his ongoing and exceptional recent productivity. Over the
past few years—and hopefully continuing for many more to come—he has pushed
the social science wing of our entire field ahead as no others have since Louis Rosen-
berg’s path-breaking work in the 1930s, probing a range of essential questions facing
living Jewish communities today. We are also grateful to the four anonymous peer
reviewers who assessed earlier drafts of this work and provided important feed-
back along the way; to Canada’s federally appointed Special Envoy on Preserving
Holocaust Remembrance and Combatting Antisemitism, Deborah Lyons, for un-
derwriting the costs of the study; and to our editorial and design team for their
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professionalism. We hope the report’s publication will encourage further research
and informed discussion on this important and evolving issue.

David S. Koffman Joshua Tapper July 2025
Editor -in-Chief Managing Editor
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Volume 41 Avant-propos des rédacteurs

Notre volume de I'été 2025 est une contribution spéciale dédiée & une enquéte par
sondage portant sur les expériences d’antisémitisme vécues par les étudiant.es et les
familles juives dans les écoles maternelles, primaires, intermédiaires et secondaires
de I'Ontario. Il s'agit dailleurs de la plus grande province du Canada, lieu de rési-
dence d’environ la moitié des Juif.ves du pays.

Une enquéte sur l'antisémitisme dans les écoles de la maternelle au secondaire en Ontario,
du sociologue Robert Brym, constitue la premiére analyse compléte sur ce sujet axée
sur des données précises. Il aborde un sujet de préoccupation grandissante au sein de
l'opinion publique et apporte un éclairage empirique précieux sur la fagon dont I'an-
tisémitisme se manifeste dans le contexte et le systéme éducatif public d’aujourd’hui.

Basée sur une enquéte menée aupres de prés de 600 parents juifs et sur leurs déc-
larations au sujet de plus de 780 incidents impliquant leurs enfants, I‘étude offre un
portrait détaillé de la nature, de la fréquence et de la gravité percue des incidents
antisémites, selon les types d’écoles et les régions. Il examine entre autres les réponses
institutionnelles face a ces incidents, I'impact émotionnel et comportemental sur les
éléves juifs et les dynamiques sociales plus larges qui peuvent influencer leur survenue.

Bien que les résultats soient troublants, I'¢tude les aborde avec clarté analytique et
soin méthodologique. Elle évite l'alarmisme tout en attirant l'attention sur ['écart
entre les engagements officiels des conseils scolaires en faveur de I'inclusion et les
expériences quotidiennes de nombreux éleves juifs. Elle contribue également a des
discussions scientifiques et politiques plus larges, en fournissant des recommanda-
tions claires pour améliorer les mécanismes de signalement, la responsabilité insti-
tutionnelle et les pratiques éducatives.

Le travail de Brym illustre le type de recherche que la revue Etudes juives canadiennes
vise a promouvoir : des enquétes politiquement pertinentes et fondées sur des don-
nées empiriques solides. Puisque nous croyons que cette étude intéressera non seu-
lement les spécialistes de la vie juive canadienne, mais aussi les éducateurs, les déci-
deurs et les dirigeants communautaires préoccupés par 'équité et I'inclusion dans les
écoles, nous avons accéléré le processus d’examen par les pairs en double aveugle afin
que l'enquéte puisse étre publiée au cours de 'été, bien avant I'année scolaire 2025.

Nous sommes reconnaissants a Bob pour sa productivité continue et exceptionnelle.
Au cours des derniéres années — et nous espérons pour beaucoup d’années a venir
— il a fait progresser l'aile des sciences sociales de notre revue comme aucun autre
a su faire, au moins depuis le travail novateur de Louis Rosenberg dans les années
1930. On lui doit l'exploration attentive, rapide et rigoureuse d’une série de questions
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essentielles auxquelles sont confrontées les communautés juives canadiennes con-
temporaines. Nous sommes également reconnaissants aux quatre pairs anonymes
qui ont évalué les premiéres ébauches de ce travail et qui ont fourni des commen-
taires importants en cours de route ; a 'Envoyée spéciale du Canada pour la préser-
vation de la mémoire de 'Holocauste et la lutte contre I'antisémitisme, Deborah
Lyons, pour avoir pris en charge les cotits de I'étude ; et & notre équipe de rédaction
et de conception pour leur professionnalisme. Nous espérons que la publication du
rapport encouragera d’autres recherches et discussions éclairées sur cette question
importante et en constante évolution.

David S. Koffman Joshua Tapper Juillet 2025
Rédacteur en chef Rédacteur adjoint
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Abstract

This study demonstrates the existence of a disjuncture between the purported desire
of Ontario schools to ensure that all students feel respected, included, and valued;
and the treatment of their Jewish students. Its main source of information is a survey
of 599 Jewish parents and their reports on 781 antisemitic incidents in Ontario K-12
schools. Antisemitic incidents are defined as those that parents and their children
consider antisemitic. The 781 incidents reported here were directly experienced by
an estimated 10 percent of Ontario’s approximately thirty thousand Jewish school-
age children. The survey was in the field from late January to early April 202;5. It
covers incidents that took place in the sixteen months (thirteen school months) from
October 2023 to January 2025. The survey sample is roughly representative of the
two-thirds of Ontario Jews most closely tied to the Jewish community by member-
ship in synagogues or other Jewish organizations.

Key findings of the survey include the following:

- More than 40 percent of antisemitic incidents involved Nazi salutes, asser-
tions that Hitler should have finished the job, and the like. Fewer than 60
percent of antisemitic incidents referred to Israel or the Israel-Hamas war.

- Nearly one in six antisemitic incidents were initiated or approved by a
teacher or involved a school-sanctioned activity.

- Just over two-thirds of antisemitic incidents occurred in English public
schools and nearly one-fifth took place in Jewish private schools. Fourteen
percent of incidents occurred in French, Catholic, and non-Jewish private
schools.

- Nearly three-quarters of antisemitic incidents took place in the Toronto
District School Board, the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, and the
York Region District School Board.

- The most common emotional reactions to antisemitic incidents on the part
of their victims involved anger (31 percent), fear of returning to school or
of being bullied (nearly 27 percent), and worrying about losing non-Jewish
friends and being socially isolated (more than 27 percent).

- Some children insisted that their parents not report an antisemitic inci-
dent, fearing it would become public, and they would consequently become
the target of increased harassment or bullying. Some removed clothing and
jewelry with Jewish symbols and Hebrew lettering so they would not be
identified as Jewish.

- Forty-nine percent of antisemitic incidents reported to school authorities
were not investigated. In another nearly 9 percent of cases, school authori-
ties denied the incident was antisemitic or recommended that the victim be
removed from the school permanently or attend school virtually.
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In under one-third of cases reported to school authorities, schools re-
sponded by providing counselling for the targeted child or the perpetrator,
taking punitive action against the perpetrator, creating or modifying a pro-
gram to promote ethnic, racial, and religious tolerance of Jews, or reporting
the incident to the police.

Because of antisemitic incidents experienced by their children, 16 percent
of parents moved their children to another school or are considering doing
so. Some relocated residences to enrol their children in different schools.
A Jewish private school is the choice of 39 percent of parents who moved
their children to another school or are considering doing so.
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Résumé

Cette étude démontre l'existence d’'une disjonction entre le prétendu désir des écoles
de I'Ontario de s'assurer que tous les éléves se sentent respectés, inclus et valorisés; et
le traitement de leurs éléves juifs. Sa principale source d’information est un sondage
aupres de 599 parents juifs et leurs déclarations au sujet des 781 incidents antisémites
dans les écoles primaires et secondaires de 'Ontario. Les incidents antisémites sont
définis comme ceux que les parents et leurs enfants considérent comme antisémites.
Les 781 incidents signalés ici ont été vécus directement par environ 10 pour cent des
quelque trente mille enfants juifs d’age scolaire de I'Ontario. Lenquéte s'est déroulée
sur le terrain de fin janvier a début avril 2025. Il couvre les incidents survenus au
cours des seize mois (treize mois scolaires) d'octobre 2023 a janvier 2025. L'échantil -
lon de l'enquéte est a peu preés représentatif des deux tiers des personnes juives de
'Ontario les plus étroitement liées a la communauté juive par leur appartenance a
des synagogues ou a d’autres organisations juives.

Les résultats essentiels de la nouvelle enquéte sont les suivants :

- Plus de 40 % des incidents antisémites impliquaient des salutations nazies,
des affirmations selon lesquelles Hitler aurait da finir le travail, et ainsi de
suite. Moins de 60 % des incidents antisémites concernaient Israél ou la
guerre Israél-Hamas.

- Prés d'un incident antisémite sur six a été initié ou approuvé par un ensei-
gnant ou impliquait une activité sanctionnée par I'école.

- Un peu plus des deux tiers des incidents antisémites se sont produits dans
les écoles publiques anglaises et prés d'un cinquiéme dans les écoles privées
juives. Quatorze pour cent des incidents se sont produits dans des écoles
privées francaises, catholiques et non juives.

- Prés des trois quarts des incidents antisémites ont lieu dans les conseils sco-
laires des districts de Toronto, de Ottawa-Carleton et de la région de York.

- Les réactions émotionnelles les plus courantes parmi les victimes des inci-
dents antisémites étaient la colére (31 %), la peur de retourner a I'école ou
détre victime d’intimidation (prés de 27 %) et I'inquiétude de perdre des
amis non juifs et d’étre socialement isolés (plus de 27 %).

- Certains enfants ont insisté pour que leurs parents ne signalent pas un inci-
dent antisémite, craignant qu'il ne devienne public et qu’iels ne deviennent
par conséquent la cible d'un harcélement ou d’une intimidation accrus. Cer -
tains ont enlevé des vétements et des bijoux avec des symboles juifs et des
lettres hébraiques afin qu'ils ne soient pas identifiés comme juifs et juives.
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Quarante-neuf pour cent des incidents antisémites signalés aux autorités
scolaires n'ont pas fait l'objet d’'une enquéte. Dans prés de 9 % des cas, les
autorités scolaires ont nié que l'incident était antisémite ou ont recom-
mandé que la vicrime soit retirée de I'école de fagon permanente ou quelle
fréquente I'école virtuellement.

Dans moins d’un tiers des cas signalés aux autorités scolaires, les écoles ont
réagi en fournissant des conseils a I'enfant ciblé ou a 'agresseur ; en prenant
des mesures punitives contre I'agresseur; en créant ou en modifiant un
programme visant a promouvoir la tolérance ethnique, raciale et religieuse
des Juifs; ou en signalant I'incident a la police.

En raison d’incidents antisémites vécus par leurs enfants, 16 % des parents
ont inscrit leurs enfants dans une autre école ou envisagent de le faire.
Certains ont déménagé de résidence pour inscrire leurs enfants dans une
autre école.

39 % des parents qui ont transféré leurs enfants dans une autre école ou qui
envisagent de le faire choisissent une école privée juive.
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Two Views of Antisemitism
in Ontario’s K-12 Schools
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Schools should be safe and welcoming places where all students and staff feel
respected, included, and valued in their learning and working environments.
—Toronto District School Board'

The problem with antisemitism in education isn’t that no one is speaking up, it’s that
schools aren’t listening.
—Talia Freedhoff, a grade 12 Jewish student®

1.I The Official View

Is Talia Freedhoff exaggerating? It would seem so if we base our judgment on data
published by the Toronto District School Board (TDSB). Conditions vary from one
part of the province to another and from school to school. However, the TDSB is On-
tario’s largest school board, serving 12 percent of Ontario’s K-12 students, including
31% of Ontario’s approximately thirty thousand Jewish children of school age? It is
therefore worth examining in detail what the TDSB has to say about the frequency
of antisemitic incidents in its schools.

In the 2023-24 school year, the TDSB’s racism, bias, and hate online portal logged
2,155 incidents, 312 of which (14.5 percent) involved antisemitism.* Since about 9,300
of the TDSB’s students are Jewish, this means that one of every thirty Jewish students
faced antisemitism in 2023-24.

An unknown but minuscule number of such incidents are dealt with by suspension
or expulsion of offending students. The last year for which relevant data are available
as of this writing is 2022-23. Just 3 percent of suspensions in that school year were
due to actions “motivated by bias, prejudice or hate based on race, national or ethnic
origin, language, colour, religion, sex, age, mental or physical disability, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, gender expression, or any other similar factor.” Grounds for
suspension and expulsion include “hate-motivated occurrences” and “distribution of
hate material”s Regrettably, the TDSB does not report whether any suspensions were
due to antisemitism. It may nonetheless be relevant that the number of suspen-
sions in TDSB schools declined 11 percent between 2018-19 and 2022-23, while the
number of expulsions dropped §3 percent. Moreover, in 202223, only 28 percent of
students recommended for expulsion saw the recommendation upheld after appeal.
The comparable figure for students recommended for suspension was just 14 per-
cent. These numbers suggest that rule minding is increasingly normative and rule
breaking increasingly exceptional in TDSB schools, while antisemitism rarely results
in suspension or expulsion of offending students.
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There are four issues with the Board’s data on antisemitism. First, the TDSB codes
antisemitism narrowly as a form of religious hatred. Yet Jews are not just a religious
group. According to the Census of Canada and customary research practice, Jews
may say they have no religion yet define themselves as Jewish by ethnicity, culture,
or ancestry’ In the 2021 Census of Canada, such Jews formed 11 percent of metro
Toronto’s Jewish population and represent by far the fastest growing segment of
Canadian Jewry.” However, since the TDSB does not count such individuals as Jews,
they apparently do not contribute to the tally of antisemitic incidents even if they
experience antisemitism.

Second, the TDSB’s tally of antisemitic incidents fails to take into account that, in
2018, the TDSB adopted the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)
definition of antisemitism. The IHRA defines as antisemitic all rhetoric and action
denying the right of Israel to exist as a Jewish state. Such rhetoric and action is wide-
spread in schools, yet the TDSB evidently fails to count it as antisemitic.®

Third, as I show later, many antisemitic incidents are not reported because Jewish
students fear re-victimization, ostracism, and physical retribution. Relatedly, some
Jewish students may anticipate that reporting an incident isn’t worth the effort be-
cause nothing (or nothing meaningful) will be done about it.

Finally, most antisemitic incidents that are reported to a teacher or a principal are
dealt with at the school level if they are dealt with at all. They are not reported to the
school board unless they reach a certain level of seriousness as judged by the prin-
cipal. Certain criteria may be used to decide whether an incident is serious enough
to be reported but, if these criteria exist, they have evidently not been publicized.
And in any case, the principal undoubtedly has much discretionary power regarding
whether to report.

For all these reasons, I have no doubt that the antisemitic incidents recorded by the
TDSB are only a fraction of the total.

After several hundred Jewish parents staged a demonstration outside the TDSB head
office on June 18, 2024, hope emerged that enforcement of preventative and punitive
actions, and data accuracy regarding antisemitic incidents, might improve. Inside,
Board trustees were discussing a new anti-racism policy. The parents were objecting
to the TDSB ignoring evidence of mounting antisemitism in its §82 schools.

As a result of the demonstration, the Board consulted 125 Jewish students and thir-
ty-five Jewish community groups in the following months. Based on these consul-
tations, it issued a report titled Affirming Jewish Identities and Addressing Antisemitism.
Among thirty-two recommendations, the report suggested recognizing anti-Zi-
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onism as a form of antisemitism. After a long and contentious meeting in February
2025, the trustees agreed to receive the report. They then passed a motion to con-
solidate a whole series of Board anti-hate policies—a process that is expected to
take three years or longer with unforeseeable results.® As such, one may expect the
persistence of the status quo indefinitely.

The TDSB story is not unique. Ottawa is home to approximately 1,700 Jewish children
of school age." The response of the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB)
to abundant evidence of growing antisemitism amassed by Jewish parents has failed
to address the immediate need to protect Jewish students from harassment, bullying,
threats, and physical assault. Some Jewish parents have gone so far as to relocate their
residences to areas of Ottawa serviced by safer schools or transfer their children to
safer schools within the OCDSB or the Ottawa Catholic School Board.”

1.2 News Stories

News reports also suggest that antisemitism is a bigger problem than Ontario’s
school boards recognize. As a crude estimate of the growth of the problem, I turned
to the largest circulation daily newspapers in Toronto, Ottawa, Hamilton, and Lon-
don: Ontario’s four largest Jewish communities, accounting for 91 percent of Ontar -
io’s Jewish population. For each of the Toronto Star, the Ottawa Citizen, the Hamilton
Spectator, and the London Free Press, I counted the number of stories per year that
include the words “antisemitism,” “school,” and the name of the city. Some people
consider the Toronto Star as unsympathetic to Jewish issues as Toronto’s National Post
is sympathetic, so, in the case of Toronto, I counted stories from both these newspa-

pers and divided the total by two. Table 1 displays the results of this exercise.”

Between 2022 and 2024, there was a 374 percent increase across the four cities in the
number of news stories that include all three search terms. Hamilton experienced
by far the greatest percentage increase in the number of such stories over the three-
year period (444 percent), London the smallest (150 percent). The absolute number
of stories in London was also exceptionally low.

The larger the city, its Jewish population, and the percentage of Jews in the city, the
larger the number of stories. However, a better indicator of the intensity with which
Jewish students experience antisemitism in schools is the number of stories per 1,000
Jews in the city. Again, Hamilton leads, with 17.5 stories per 1,000 Jews between 2022
and 2024. Ottawa is the distant runner-up at 6.8 stories per 1,000 Jews, with Toronto
placing last among the four cities at 1.3 stories per 1,000 Jews.
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Table 1
Frequency of news stories about antisemitism in K-12 schools, four largest Jewish communi-

ties in Ontario, 2022-24

Census % in- Total
: . Jewish % Frequency Total . | stories/
Metropolitan | Population e ) ) crease in
population* | Jews of stories stories ) 1,000
Area stories
Jews
2021 2021 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2022-24 | 2022-24 | 2022-24
Toronto 6,202,225 | 186,905 3.0 24 76 141 241 488 1.3
Ottawa** | 1,135,014 14,045 1.2 15 39 42 96 180 6.8
Hamilton 785,184 5,310 0.7 9 35 49 93 444 17.5
London 543,551 2,765 0.5 2 3 5 10 150 3.6
Total news 50 | 153 | 237 | 440
stories
Total
percent 374
increase

*Jews are here defined as individuals who identify as Jews by religion plus individuals who say they
have no religion but identify as Jewish by ethnicity, culture or ancestry.

**Includes only the Ontario part of the Ottawa-Gatineau census metropolitan area.

Sources: Charles Shahar, 2021 Census: The Jewish Population of Canada Jewish (Jewish Federations of
Canada-UIA and CIJA, 2024), 58; Statistics Canada, Census Profile, 2021 Census of Population, Profile
Table, Catalogue no. 98-316-X2021001 (Statistics Canada, November 15, 2023), https://www12.statcan.
gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&SearchText=Toronto&D-
GUIDlist=202150503535&GENDERIist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1,4&HEADERList=0; Toronto Star, National
Post, Ottawa Citizen, Hamilton Spectator, London Free Press (2022-24).

Antisemitic incidents must reach a certain level of gravity to make the news. Unlikely
to be reported are many “minor” incidents, such as Jewish students finding swastikas
scrawled on their desks; being forced by their classmates to declare whether they
support Israel or Palestine (as if the choice is binary); or confronting in school hall-
ways a Nazi salute or an inverted red triangle (used by Hamas to mark targets). The
part of the iceberg lying beneath the surface is larger than the news stories enumer-
ated in Table 1 make it seem. I designed the survey on which this report is based to
draw a sketch of the iceberg’s depth and contours.
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Counts of newspapers stories on antisemitic incidents should not lead one to conclude
that antisemitism is the norm in Ontario’s K-12 schools. Many schools in the province
are free of antisemitism, many virtually so. Some school authorities recognize antise-
mitic incidents as such, handling them promptly and responsibly when they occur.
Nonetheless, one cannot reasonably doubt that antisemitism is a growing problem
and that incidents are typically undercounted, often ignored, and sometimes abetted
by teachers, principals, and school board trustees. This report demonstrates as much
for the TDSB, the OCDSB, and other school boards in the province. It is based on a
survey of parents of Jewish children who are enrolled in Ontario’s K-12 schools.

To gain a more accurate picture of antisemitism in Ontario’s K-12 schools than is
otherwise available, I turned to the office of the Special Envoy for Holocaust Re-
membrance and Combatting Antisemitism. [ proposed conducting a survey allowing
me to test whether documents like the TDSB'’s Caring and Safe Schools Report, 2022
2023 and Human Rights Office Annual Report 2023-24 provide an accurate picture of
antisemitism in Ontario’s K-12 schools. Thankfully, though unsurprisingly, the Spe-
cial Envoy, Deborah Lyons, saw the value in what I proposed.

To recruit parents for the survey, I first composed a list of 257 Jewish organizations in
Ontario—synagogues, summer camps, day schools, part-time schools, early child-
hood education programs, youth groups, and so on—and the email addresses of their
heads. In late January 2025, I sent the heads of these organizations an email in which
they were told that the survey would go live at the beginning of February. They were
also asked to distribute a second email a few days later to all members of their or-
ganizations. The second email (the text of which I prepared) contained information
about the survey and explained how parents with children in the province’s K-12
schools could answer the survey questionnaire online.

Follow-up emails and phone calls encouraged responses from various Jewish insti-
tutions and communities. Ads about the survey were placed in the Canadian Jewish
News, the main source of news about Canada’s Jewish community. The survey, avail-
able online in English and French until early April, elicited 599 reports on 781 an-
tisemitic incidents. These 781 incidents took place between October 2023 and Jan-
uary 2025 inclusive and were directly experienced by at least 10 percent of Ontario’s
roughly thirty thousand Jewish school-age children. This percentage is based on my
observation that many of the incidents occurred as Jewish students walked home
together, clustered in school hallways, congregated in schoolyards, sat in classrooms
with other Jewish students, attended school assemblies along with the rest of their
school’s Jewish population, and had to be evacuated from schools because of bomb
threats.” The incident reports form the quantitative basis for this study. In addition,
fourteen respondents participated in approximately thirty-five-minute semi-struc-
tured interviews. The interviews add depth and colour to the quantitative material.
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It became evident in the course of the research that, despite assurances to the con-
trary, some parents worry that information they supply might be traceable back to
them, with unknown consequences for their privacy and safety—and the privacy and
safety of their children. It also emerged that many children are reluctant to tell their
parents about antisemitic incidents they experience. They believe their parents will
go to school authorities, some of whom will take action against the aggressor. The
incident is then likely to become common knowledge in the student population and
lead to the child being ostracized, harassed, or physically assaulted.® In short, the
high level of anxiety in Ontario’s Jewish community depressed the total number of
incident reports available for this survey.

The survey is based on a non-probability sample of Jewish adults in Ontario. I believe
it roughly reflects the characteristics of the approximately two-thirds of Ontario’s
Jewish adults who are relatively well connected to the province’s Jewish community
insofar as they are members of a synagogue or other Jewish organization (see the
Appendix for details). As earlier research shows, such people are likely to identify
relatively strongly as Jews and to be relatively emotionally attached to Israel.”

I do not have sufficient confidence in the representativeness of the sample to apply
tests of statistical significance to the findings. I do consider the sample adequate for
providing tentative answers to a series of questions that reflect the experience of
about two-thirds of Ontario’s Jews. Specifically:

1. How does the count of antisemitic incidents vary over time and across
school boards and type of school (English public, French public, English
Catholic, French Catholic, private non-Jewish, and private Jewish)?

2. As a result of their children experiencing antisemitic incidents, how fre-
quently do Jewish parents decide to move their children to schools gov-
erned by different school boards? What types of school boards are most
prone to Jewish out-migration and what types are most likely to experience
Jewish in-migration?

3. What exactly occurred during the reported antisemitic incidents? What is
it about the reported incidents that makes them antisemitic in the eyes of
parents and students?

4. How do Jewish children respond to the antisemitic incidents they expe-
rience in school? How often do they laugh off the incident, grow angry,
become fearful, refuse to return to school, worry about losing friends, feel
isolated, report the incident, or take action to combat antisemitism?

5. How often do parents report antisemitic incidents to school authorities?
What, if anything, do schools do about such reports? If they do anything,
how long does it take schools to respond?
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6. What policy initiatives might help to mitigate the spread of antisemitism in
Ontario’s K-12 schools?

As the first systematic study of antisemitism in Ontario’s K-12 schools, this report
presents a unique set of answers to the foregoing questions. However, like first stud -
ies in any field, much additional research is required to improve on the initial foray.
Above all, future inquiries need to adopt a method of including the approximate-
ly one-third of Ontario’s Jewish community members who are underrepresent-
ed in this study: parents who do not belong to Jewish organizations and/or whose
self-identification as Jews is likely weaker than that of respondents in the present
sample. Snowball sampling is a cost-effective method of reaching such people. It
involves asking members of the core sample to recommend underrepresented in-
dividuals for the study. In turn, the latter recommend still more underrepresented
individuals, creating a “snowball” effect.

Including reports of antisemitic incidents directly from older schoolchildren is also
likely to improve our understanding of the problem of antisemitism in Ontario’s
K-12 schools. Such an undertaking would require face-to-face interviews. One
would have to tread gently since discussing antisemitic incidents with victims can
re-traumatize them. Parents would have to grant permission for their children to
participate in such a study, and they would likely want to be present during the in-
terviews.

Some multivariate analysis may be possible using this study’s data. However, addi-
tional research is needed to collect data on variables not included here: social char-
acteristics of victims, their families, offenders, schools, and even the communities in
which schools are embedded. Such data would make it possible to conduct multivar-
iate and multi-level analyses that would add analytical depth to the largely descrip-
tive presentation that follows.

These suggestions for future research point to the limitations of the current study.
But shortcomings notwithstanding, the data and analysis proffered in this report
constitute an important supplement (perhaps “antidote” is a more accurate term) to
documents like the TDSB’s Human Rights Office Annual Report 2023-24. Hopefully it
will spur discussion and debate, helping to move us one step closer to adoption of
the TDSB’s Affirming Jewish Identities and Addressing Antisemitism report and similar
initiatives in other Ontario school boards.®
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Recent research identifies a host of factors in families, schools, and the larger society
that facilitate the expression of hate in schools.” In this section, I itemize and illus-
trate seven such factors that likely operate in the case at hand.

A social environment that promotes antagonism is one of the main forces eliciting ex-
pressions of hate in schools. In the present case, violent Israeli military engagements
with Palestinians are associated with increased expression of hate against Jews in di-
aspora countries. The greater the duration and destruction of a military engagement,
the more numerous the hate incidents.”

By way of illustration, compare the effects of (1) the 2021 “Guardian of the Walls”
campaign, which killed 236 Palestinians over twelve days and (2) the only Israeli mil-
itary operation in 2022, which lasted three days and killed thirty-eight Palestinians.
With less violence against Palestinians in 2022, the number of antisemitic incidents
reported in B'nai Brith Canada’s annual audit dropped by two-thirds between 2021
and 2022.* Another cycle of hate began immediately following October 7, 2023, when
Israel’s “Swords of Iron” campaign, aimed at eliminating Hamas, began. Palestin-
ian casualties reached an unprecedented level, numbering in the tens of thousands,
with a much larger number of civilian casualties than in previous campaigns.” Hate
crimes soon spiked in Canadian cities, and expressions of antisemitism in Ontario’s
K-12 schools reached what many Jewish parents saw as crisis proportions.”

A second factor facilitating hateful incidents in schools is weak prosocial modelling in the

family. According to an old Yiddish saying, vos alte shpayen, yinge kayen—what elders
spit out, youngsters chew. Child psychologists say the same thing, albeit more deli-
cately. Children typically model their behaviour after the behaviour of their parents,
so if parents are hostile toward certain groups, their children tend to follow suit.*

The reverse is also true. Recent survey research shows that 87 percent of Canadi-
an adults, including 48 percent of Canadian Muslim adults, have at least somewhat
positive attitudes toward Jews.” The way they raise their children influences the way
their children interact with Jewish schoolmates. As one of the survey respondents
said about her twelve-year-old son:

He has friends from different backgrounds. He has Muslim friends. He has Palestinian

friends. They get along well. T asked if they discuss anything about the conflict in the
Middle East, about religion, and he said no. They accept his customs, whar he follows, he
accepts theirs. They treat each other well, and it matters a lot.

On the other hand, 13 percent of Canadian adults with an opinion on the subject,
including s2 percent of Canadian Muslim adults, have at least somewhat negative
attitudes toward Jews. When the parents among them express negative attitudes
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toward Jews at home, their children tend to learn to dislike Jews, as the following
case illustrates.

A survey participant from a city east of Toronto reported that, in January 2025, her
eight-year-old daughter returned home from school one day, upset about an anec-
dote a schoolmate related as factual, based on what her schoolmate’s parents told her:

One day a Jewish family knocked on the door of a Palestinian family and said, “Can
we come in?” The Palestinian family welcomed the Jewish family into their home. Then
another Jewish family asked another Palestinian family, and over and over again the
Palestinians welcomed them, bur when the Jewish families gor into each house they
pushed out the Palestinian families who answered the door. The Jewish people were
stealing their homes.

With respect to Jews, antisocial modelling is evident in this family, with likely con-
sequences.

Insufficient social control is a third factor increasing the frequency of antisemitic inci-
dents in schools. Again, first consider the reverse.

An Ottawa mother with two boys in French primary school related a heartening sto-
ry. She shared that about 95 percent of students in the school are Muslim. Fewer than
five (not 5 percent) are Jews. Although challenges exist, the school board has mostly
been supportive and responsive in ensuring the safety of Jewish children since Oc-
tober 7, 2023. A couple of children in the school experienced antisemitic incidents,
but her own children have been largely spared. The mother described the school’s
annual multicultural evening when parents prepare dishes typical of their country
of origin, with the flag of their country of origin displayed beside the food. An Israeli
by origin, the mother served shakshuka and challah. Many teachers, parents, and
children came by to sample the food and compliment it. “It was a moment of mutual
connection, shared meaning and relationship building,” she claimed. A Muslim par -
ent commented about the joy he felt seeing first- and second - generation Canadian
children from across the Middle East playing together without the burden of war.
“This is the essence of Canada,” he said.

Idyllic schools like this one are far from universal. Lack of social control over antise-
mitic incidents is evident in many Ontario schools. For example, about a month after
the Hamas attack of October 7, 2023, on Remembrance Day, an Ottawa teacher in an
English public school was instructing her students on the Holocaust. Thoughtlessly
(or perhaps suspecting the likely effect of her action), she disseminated only antise-
mitic Nazi propaganda to the class. Some students apparently understood the propa-
ganda to be an accurate characterization of Jews. According to the parent,
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this inflamed an already tense situation. There were those in the class, Muslim or not,
who made comments, gestures, and left notes that were inflammatory and derogatory
10 the Jewish students. There were confrontations in the hallways by several pro-Pal-
estinian students.

Neither the teacher nor the antisemitic students faced any consequences for
their actions.

At another school, according to a second parent, the 2023 Remembrance Day assem-
bly treated the student body to

a pro-Palestinian, anti-Israeli song. It had absolutely nothing to do with Remem-
brance Day.... My son was so upset that the next day he wrote to the principal and both
vice-principals and said ... when school started in September, you said in the assembly
that all students would be safe at school and made to feel safe, and I don’t feel safe in
school. And to this day ... nobody has written back to my child and acknowledged that
this teenager reached out and expressed all of this.

I recently was in touch with the vice-principal responsible for him. My son had done
something stupid and got in trouble. And she followed up immediately as she should and
let me know what happened and let me know what the punishment is. And I accepted
all that. But ... I said when he did something wrong, the communication was immediate
and plentiful, yet we're still waiting for a reply from November 11th, and she said, oh,
well, we got a lot of emails and we couldn’t possibly follow up. I'm like, it’s three months
later. You could have checked in on him and made sure he was okay, or messaged me ...
but that just wasn’t a concern. And that situation was like really, really harmful to the
Jewish students.

This parent also reported that fellow students have yelled “fuck Israel” and “free
Palestine” at her son, waved a Palestinian flag and a keffiyeh in his face, and spit on
him repeatedly. Yet nothing was ever done to control students who engage in such
misbehaviour.

Reportedly, this student has become withdrawn. He has trouble sleeping and often
expresses anxiety about school. The absence of an enforced policy for controlling
harassment and discrimination based on religion, ethnicity, and national origin is
partly to blame. As a recent study of nearly 4,200 US students between the ages
of twelve and eighteen found, students who attend schools with a written code of
student conduct and are aware of the punishments they can expect if they violate
the code are significantly less likely to become victims of hateful behaviour than are
students who attend schools lacking these features.”
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A fourth factor influencing the expression of hate in schools is the relative size of the
victimized group. As always, there are exceptions, but the US study I cited in the pre-
ceding paragraph found that members of the smallest groups in school tend to be
most prone to becoming victims of hateful behaviour.

In Ontario’s larger urban centres, where nearly all the province’s Jews reside, Jewish
children often form one of the smallest, if not the smallest, ethno-religious minority
in their schools. According to one survey participant in metropolitan Ottawa, it was
thus easy for her daughter in grade 6 to become the victim of daily taunts as “Israel
girl” in January 2024 because the school has just a few Jewish students. It was also
easy for her main antagonist to spread the falsehood that she hates all Muslims, re-
sulting in daily harassment by other students, beginning in the school bus and then
spreading to the school’s hallways and classrooms. “The Jewish population is less
than five kids in her entire school, and she’s a public target. It’s terrifying for her,”
the girl’s mother recounted.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) policies can act as a fifth factor promoting hate in
schools. Instead of embracing all cultures, seeking to eliminate discrimination, and
promoting fairness and equal opportunity, DEI policies may be implemented in such
a way as to invalidate certain identities, heighten intolerance, create inequality of
opportunity, and thereby increase hostility between groups.” This outcome occurs
when schools distribute rewards such as cultural recognition, social inclusion, and
sometimes even grades disproportionately to certain favoured groups, institutional -
izing a new system of stratification. One respondent put it simply: “There are larger
populations of ethnicities in the school who are treated with priority over smaller
ethnic groups.”

Consider in this connection the words of a parent whose daughter has attended the
same school since senior kindergarten and is now in grade 12. The parent empha-
sized that the DEI policy of her local school board in a small town west of Toronto
“basically divides kids into oppressors and oppressed. And if you are the oppressor
group, you will have different ... treatment than the oppressed group .... [If] you are
part of the [oppressed] group ... the treatment of your child will be completely dif-
ferent and much more lenient.”

This parent has good reason to be embittered. Her daughter was greeted with a
hearty “Heil Hitler” salute by a boy in English class, told that Jews are rich and stin-
gy, placed on a Snapchat “hit list” of the school’s Jewish students, and treated to the
sight of swastikas scrawled on washroom walls and etched into library and cafeteria
tables. Parents reported these and other incidents to school authorities, who failed
to comfort or counsel the victims or protect their privacy. Nor were Jewish parents
informed if any actions were taken against the perpetrators of anti-Jewish actions
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(although it was observed that the Nazi sympathizer in English class was not sus-
pended). In addition,

there were teachers who ... were questioning my kids, asking them if they were Israe-
lis and, you know, drilling into them and putting them into a place where it was very
uncomfortable, very unsafe, and almost like interrogating them in the classroom full of
children who do not know anything except things that they learned from TikTok. If you
want to preserve your identity, if you're proud of your Jewish identity, [school is] an ab-
solutely unsafe place for you. ... Jewish students ... gravitate 10 each other just for support
if that’s possible. If not, they try either to downplay or hide their identities or connect with
the people who are more sympathetic or apolitical, but most of the time reachers have the
power .. to impact their future and their grades, so they definitely don’t want to assert
their identity as Jewish students. There are lots and lots of kids who need to hide their
identities just 10 get the grades they deserve because teachers, if they think thar somebody
is from a specific ethnicity, from a specific veligion, ir absolutely impacts their opinion of
these children and their grading of these children.

Resentment of perceived privilege is the sixth factor correlated with hate-related vic-
timization. A small recent study of Canadian Jews who were victims of hate crimes
found that the crimes were typically accompanied by accusations of Jews being
White, privileged, and powerful ** Jews do in fact have the highest median household
income of all religious groups in Canada, Muslims the lowest.” And a 2025 survey of
2,821 Canadian adults found that 87 percent of Canadian adults with an opinion on
the subject consider Jews “mainly White.” The comparable figure for Muslims is 7
percent.* These facts point to the often-overlooked reality that hateful treatment of
Jews in schools is not exclusively a religious, ethnic, or national dispute, but partly an
expression of class and racial resentment.

Finally, protracted social isolation seems to have contributed to the expression of
hate in Ontario’s schools. The Ontario COVID-19 Science Advisory Table reported
that, during the COVID-19 pandemic, reduced in-person socialization and increased
screen time led to a tripling of clinically significant symptoms of depression and/or
anxiety among children between the ages of six and eighteen with no pre-existing
psychiatric diagnoses* These conditions were even more common among children
from low-income families, regardless of religion. And they persisted for years. In
Ontario and elsewhere, student bullying, fighting, hate crimes, and other misbe-
haviours increased apace in the years following the COVID-19 pandemic* [ spec-
ulate that, following an extended period of social isolation, widespread loneliness
rendered some children especially eager to join groups that promised instant cama-
raderie, excitement, and unity of purpose, even if that purpose was to hound their
Jewish schoolmates.
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In sum, seven main factors appear to underlie variation over time and place in an-
ti-Jewish hate incidents in schools. Incidents increase in frequency to the degree
that Israeli military engagements with Palestinians become more punishing; parents
deny Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish state and promote hatred of Jews in general;
schools do not strive to create an atmosphere in which all groups are respected and
control expressions of hate; Jewish students form a small minority in schools; DEI
policies are enacted in a way that classifies Jews as members of an oppressor class;
antagonism based on class and racial differences is allowed to fester; and the effects
of social isolation persist in the post-COVID-19 pandemic years.

I emphasize again that anti-Jewish behaviours are far from universal in Ontario’s
K-12 schools. However, they are rampant in some parts of the school system, espe-
cially, as I will show, in English public schools. And they reach into Jewish schools too
because outsiders visit school grounds to splash graffiti on exterior walls, vandalize
property, phone in bomb threats, verbally and sometimes physically attack Jewish
students on their way to and from school, and on occasion shoot guns at schools.

The expression of anti-Jewish hate in schools is sometimes couched exclusively as
denial of the right of Israel to exist as a Jewish state—which most Canadian Jews re-
gard as antisemitic because, for them, support for Israel is a key component of their
Jewish identity. But, as I demonstrate, anti- Jewish hate is just as often expressed in
ways that have nothing to do with Israel. Recall the fable about Jewish families pushing
Palestinian families out of their homes. Some students proudly display swastikas, pro-
claim Hitler a hero, assert that “the Nazis should have finished the job” and express
the hope that all Jews will soon be dragged off to “the gas chambers” or “the ovens.”

Zionism is the belief that the Jewish people have the right to self-determination in
their ancestral homeland. In a 2024 poll of 588 Canadian Jewish adults, 94 percent of
respondents said they believe in the right of Israel to exist as a Jewish state. In a 2025
follow-up, only 1 percent said they were anti-Zionist.* In Canada and elsewhere, the
existence of Israel is central to Jewish identity.

Zionism does not preclude the existence of a sovereign Palestinian state in the occu-
pied territories. In fact, 61 percent of Canadian Jews with an opinion on the subject
support a two-state solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict.* Yet most students who
engage in hateful behaviour against their Jewish classmates seem to believe that Zi-
onism is a force that must be destroyed. In their minds, anti-Zionism and antisem-
itism appear to be fused. They evidently see all Jews as Zionists, all Zionists as Jews.
Consequently, many Jewish students repeatedly hear they lack the right to live as
individuals, as an ethno-religious group, and as a nation.
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Characteristics of Antisemitic Incidents
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4.1 Socio-Demographics

The October 7 Hamas pogrom and the ensuing Israeli assault on Gaza provoked a
three-month outburst of hostility against Jewish K-12 students such as never before
seen in Ontario schools. The survey on which this report is based covers the sixteen
months (thirteen school months) between October 2023 and January 2025. Nearly 45
percent of incidents recorded by the survey occurred in the seventy-eight school
days between October 7, 2023, and the start of the December 2023 school holiday
(Figure 1). Excluding the July-August 2024 summer break, hostilities levelled off
at about one-fifth of the level witnessed in October-December 2023. However, a
resurgence of hostilities to about one-third the October-December 2023 level took
place around the time of the one-year anniversary of the October 7 Hamas pogrom
and the outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war.

Figure 1
Incidents by month, October 2023 to January 2025, in percent
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Nearly 82 percent of reported incidents took place in Toronto (61 percent) and Ot-
tawa (21 percent), Ontario’s major Jewish population centres (Table 2). Nearly 86
percent of recorded incidents occurred in English public schools and Jewish private
schools (67 percent and 19 percent, respectively; Table 3). Fewer than 8 percent of
incident reports took place in French public schools, and fewer than 5 percent in
private non-Jewish schools. English Catholic and French Catholic schools account
for a mere 1.5 percent and o1 percent of cases, respectively.
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Table 2
Incidents by metropolitan census area, in percent
Census metropolitan area Percent

Toronto 60.8
Ottawa* 20.9
London 2.6
Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo 1.5
Hamilton 1.5
Kingston 1.2
Barrie 0.9
Guelph 0.9
Oshawa 0.6
Windsor 0.5
Greater Sudbury 0.4
Other 8.2

Total 100.0

**The Ontario part of the Ottawa-Gatineau census metropolitan area.

Table 3

attend?” in percent

“At the time of the incident, what type of school did your child

Percent
English public 66.8
Private Jewish 19.0
French public 7.9
Private non-Jewish 4.6
English Catholic 1.5
French Catholic 0.1
Total 100.0
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Table 4

“In which school board was your child’s school at the time of the incident?” in
percent

Toronto District School Board 39.0
Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 19.8
York Region District School Board 15.7
Conseil des écoles publiques de l'Est de ['Ontario 4.4
Thames Valley District School Board 3.0
Durham District School Board 2.0
Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board 1.8
Waterloo Region District School Board 1.8
Peel District School Board 1.7
Conseil scolaire Viamonde 1.5
Ottawa Catholic School Board 1.5
Limestone District School Board 1.3
Simcoe County District School Board 1.3
Upper Grand District School Board 1.3
Greater Essex County District School Board 0.7
Toronto Catholic District School Board 0.5
Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario 0.3
Halton District School Board 0.3
Rainbow District School Board 0.3
Avon Maitland District School Board 0.2
Bluewater District School Board 0.2
Conseil scolaire catholique MonAvenir 0.2
District School Board of Niagara 0.2
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board 0.2
Thunder Bay Catholic District School Board 0.2
Trillium Lakelands District School Board 0.2
Upper Canada District School Board 0.2
York Catholic District School Board 0.2
Total 100.0
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Respondents were asked to select the name of the school board in which their child
was registered at the time of the reported antisemitic incident. Nearly 75 percent of
597 incidents for which respondents provided school board information took place in
the TDSB (39 percent), the OCDSB (20 percent), and the York Region District School
Board, just north of the City of Toronto (16 percent). The remaining 25 percent of in-
cidents were distributed among twenty-five of Ontario’s eighty-eight school boards
(Table 4). No reports were received from the remaining school boards, which cover
areas where few Jews reside. This does not mean that no antisemitic incidents oc-
curred there.

The percentage of reported incidents increased steadily from senior kindergarten to
grade 10, eased in grade 11, then dropped markedly in grade 12 (Figure 2). I speculate
that the decline may be a result of the familiar student practices of (1) trying to stay
out of trouble and focus on studying in an attempt to boost grades before applying
to college or university, and/or (2) an increased resistance on the part of many older
teens to communicate peer issues with their parents because of their underlying
need for autonomy and desire for privacy.

Figure 2
Incidents by grade, K-12, in percent
11

12

e wm =

Perent of incidents

[E -

K 1 1 3 4 5 & 7 5 9 1 oz

Grade

4.2 What Made the Incidents Antisemitic?

The survey asked parents, “In your opinion, what was it about the incident that made
it antisemitic? Please select as many of the following options as apply.” Table 5§ shows
how the 942 closed-ended responses to this question were distributed among the
six options provided by the questionnaire. (There are more responses than incidents
because respondents could select multiple responses.) It divides the six options into
two groups: (1) expressions of negative attitudes toward Jews and (2) expressions of
negative attitudes toward Israel.



40 Part 4: Characteristics of Antisemitic Incidents

Table 5
“In your opinion, what was it about the incident that made it antisemitic? Please select as
many of the following options as apply,” in percent

Expressions of negative attitudes toward Jews

The incident involved Holocaust denial, minimization of the significance of the Holocaust, 9.2
or saying that Jews use the Holocaust to legitimize their deplorable actions.

The incident involved assertions of excessive Jewish wealth, political power, or media 7.4
control.

The incident involved blanket condemnation of Jews, statements like “Hitler should have 23.8
finished the job,” “Fuck you Jews,” “Jews are vermin,” and “Jews are cheap.”

Subtotal 40.4

Expressions of negative attitudes toward Israel

The incident involved extreme negative statements about Israel—for example, that it 29.6
has no right to exist as a Jewish state, that it is fundamentally a racist state, that it is
committing genocide in Gaza, and that Zionism is equal to Nazism.

The incident involved a child being called a “baby killer,” told to “pick a side” in the 14.2
Israel-Hamas war, or otherwise treated as if they are personally responsible for what is
happening in the Gaza war.

The incident involved a teacher or a school-sanctioned activity expressing a point of view 15.7
that made your child feel unwelcome or excluded because your child is Jewish.

Subtotal 59.6
Total 100.0

One is immediately struck by the high percentage of responses that have nothing to
do with Israel or the Israel-Hamas war. More than 40 percent of responses involve
Holocaust denial, assertions of excessive Jewish wealth or power, or blanket con-
demnation of Jews—the kind of accusations and denunciations that began to be ex-
punged from the Canadian vocabulary and mindset in the 1960s and were, one would
have thought, nearly totally forgotten by the second decade of the twenty-first cen-
tury. Several times a day on multiple days in September 2024, a thirteen-year-old
Jewish girl in Waterloo was surrounded by five boys repeatedly shouting “Sieg Heil!”
and raising their hands in the Nazi salute. On each occasion she begged them to stop
but they persisted. In October 2024, a six-year-old in Ottawa was informed by her
teacher that she is only half human because one of her parents is Jewish.

Respondents considered nearly 6o percent of incidents antisemitic because of the
extreme anti-Israel sentiments they expressed. Among the anti-Israel responses,
more than 14 percent held Jewish school children personally responsible for aspects
of the Israel-Hamas war, like the grade 9 boy in the York region north of the City
of Toronto who in September 2024 was accused by a classmate of being a “terrorist,
rapist, and baby killer”

Nearly 16 percent of reported incidents involved anti-Israel actions or activities sup-
ported or organized by teachers or school administrators. Some teachers wore shirts
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with a map of Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza that lacked boundaries between re-
gions and was overlaid by the colours of the Palestinian flag or emblazoned with the
slogan, “From the river to the sea,” thus graphically and aspirationally denying Israel’s
existence. In 2024, one Ottawa teacher noticed a six-year-old Jewish girl wearing a
necklace with a pendant in the shape of a map of Israel. She informed the child it is a
map of Palestine. When a fellow Jewish student responded, “It’s Israel,” and explained
it was a gift from their Hebrew school, the teacher said, “Your Hebrew school teach-
ers are lying.” Still other teachers invited speakers to talk about the Israel-Palestine
conflict from a radical Palestinian point of view while failing to invite counterparts
to offer a more nuanced interpretation of the complex history of the conflict. Several
school trustees sported keffiyehs at school board meetings where parents were ex-
pected to raise issues about the mistreatment of their Jewish children. The mother
of a grade 12 student in Ottawa reported a November 2023 school assembly in which
a speaker minimized the atrocities committed by Hamas on October 7. Remarkably,
school authorities knew this speaker might well traumatize Jewish students—they
arranged beforehand to bring in psychologists to deal with the potential fallout—but
they went ahead with the program anyway.

“Only” about 30 percent of responses refer to extreme negative statements about
Israel initiated by students.

I treat the 315 “other” responses to this question separately. Written in the words of
the respondents themselves, many “other” responses merely elaborated or repeated
information already provided. However, nearly 26 percent of the “other” responses
glorified Hitler, Nazis, gas chambers, swastikas, and the Holocaust, while almost 14
percent mentioned bomb threats. The latter cases were concentrated in Jewish pri-
vate schools.

L also examined how types of antisemitic incidents varied across grades s to 1. (Earli-
er and later grades were excluded from this part of the analysis because the number
of reports from those grades seemed to me to be insufficient to be reliable.) This
exercise revealed no discernible cross-grade trends.

4.3 What Happened during the Incidents?

The survey asked parents, “What happened during the incident? Please select as
many of the following options as apply.” Table 6 displays the distribution of the 959
occurrences that parents identified in closed-ended responses.® (Again, the number
of responses is greater than the number of incidents because respondents could
select multiple responses.)
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The most frequent occurrence, at nearly 35 percent of the total, involved harassment
in the form of threats, intimidation, expressions of hatred, incitement to violence,
insults, pejorative “jokes,” and the like, delivered face to face, by phone, or online.
This category includes one gun threat that led to the aggressor being jailed for sev-
eral days, suspended from school for ten days, and restricted from certain activities
and relationships as his case worked its way to trial. In second place, at more than
17 percent, were teacher- or school-sanctioned activities expressing a point of view
that made Jewish children feel unwelcome because they are Jewish. And at just over
6 percent, assaults (hitting, pushing, spitting, throwing objects, touching aggressive-
ly, preventing movement) were the least frequent occurrences during an antisemitic
incident. Acts of vandalism (nearly 15 percent of occurrences), aggressive hand ges-
tures (more than 10 percent), abusive messages communicated on paper (almost 9
percent) and digitally (nearly 8 percent) round out the picture.

In short, the picture illustrates the way some Ontario schoolchildren treat their Jew-
ish classmates and the manner and degree to which some teachers and school ad-
ministrators in Ontario disrespect, exclude, and devalue Jewish children, not just
by doing little to prevent, stop, and punish antisemitic actions but also by initiating
actions that make Jewish students feel unsafe and unwanted.

Table 6
“What happened during the incident? Please select as many of the following options as apply,”
in percent

An assault took place (hitting, pushing, spitting, throwing objects, touching aggressively, 6.2
preventing movement). :
Vandalism occurred (malicious property damage, defacement, graffiti). 14.9
Spoken harassment was delivered face to face or by phone, Zoom, Teams, etc. (threat,
T ; L . . - e e 34.7
intimidation, expression of hatred, incitement to violence, insults, pejorative “joking”).
Aggressive hand gestures were made (the Nazi salute, the middle finger, the inverted

: . o 10.3
triangle, shooting, slitting the throat).
A teacher or a school-sanctioned activity expressed a point of view that made your child feel 17.4
unwelcome or excluded because your child is Jewish. ’
Written abuse was distributed by letter, handbill, poster, sticker, etc. 8.8
Digital abuse authored by fellow students was delivered by email or social media posts. 7.7

Total 100.0
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5.1 Victim Reactions

The expression of anti-Jewish hate in schools is bound to affect Jewish children in
myriad ways. To help discover these reactions, the survey asked respondents, “How
did your child react to the incident? Please select all options that apply.” Table 7
categorizes 1,379 discrete responses to the closed-ended part of the question, with
multiple responses permitted.

A relatively small percentage of children laughed off the incident (just over 3 percent
of reactions), didn’t mention it to their parents (just over 5 percent), or decided to
combat antisemitism in schools as a consequence of the incident (less than 7 percent).
However, the most common emotional reactions involved fear of returning to school
or of being bullied (nearly 27 percent), worrying about losing non-Jewish friends
and being socially isolated as a consequence (more than 27 percent), and anger about
the incident (nearly 31 percent).

Some 221 parents elected to add details in their own words in the open-ended part of
the question. Reviewing their verbatim responses, it quickly became clear that while
many children reacted by feeling increased pride in their Jewishness, confronting
their tormenters, and reporting the incident to school authorities, the great majority
also experienced considerable emotional pain. The parents’ verbatim answers pro-
vide a long list of adjectives attesting to this outcome. They wrote that their children
were sad, upset, anxious, depressed, fearful, confused, distraught, and terrified.*
Some children lost trust in school authorities or hid their Jewish identity in school
(or in one case literally hid during lunch hour). Others found it difficult to focus on
their schoolwork or developed psychosomatic symptoms such as stomach pain and
headache. Still others insisted on staying home or switching schools*” Some cried.

The responses to this question tell us nothing about how long these emotional re-
actions will last. However, together with the in-depth interviews that supplemented
the survey, they do make one sociological consequence of antisemitic incidents evi-
dent. Many Jewish students banded together for comfort and safety, joined or in-
creased their participation in Jewish organizations, and otherwise added substance to
Jean-Paul Sartre’s observation that the antisemite helps to create the Jew.
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I:II:: Zid your child react to the incident? Please select all options that apply,” in percent

My child laughed off the incident. 3.4

My child didn’t mention the incident. 5.4

My child was angry about the incident. 30.7
Because of the incident, my child was afraid of being bullied/returning to school. 26.5
Because of the_ inci@ent, my child was worried about losing/being socially isolated 271
from non-Jewish friends.

Because of the incident, my child decided to combat antisemitism in school. 6.8

Total 100.0

5.2 School Reactions

More than 65 percent of respondents reported an antisemitic incident in their child’s
school to school authorities. Nearly 35 percent did not. Non-reporting seems to
have been mainly the result of two circumstances. Some children insisted that their
parents not report the incident, fearing it would become public, and they would
consequently become the target of increased harassment or bullying. As the parent
of a grade 11 Toronto student said, “My child doesn't trust school authorities because
last time s/he reported an antisemitic ‘Heil Hitler; the school didn't keep it discreet
and s/he was bullied afterwards.” Alternatively, some parents believe that reporting
the incident would fail to elicit meaningful action from the school, having witnessed
or heard as much in the past.

Table 8 corroborates the last point. It categorizes 781 responses to the question, “What
did your child’s school do about the incident? Please select all options that apply.” In
49 percent of cases, school authorities did not investigate the reported incident. In
an additional 8 percent of cases, their review of the incident led them to conclude—
contrary to the assessment of parents and their children—that the incident was not
antisemitic. In an admittedly minuscule number of cases, school authorities recom-
mended what amounts to the punishment of victims: in 1 percent of cases, school
authorities suggested that the victim be removed from the school permanently or
attend school virtually.
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I::I::tadid your child’s school do about the incident? Please select all options that apply,”

in percent

School authorities did not investigate the incident. 49.0
School authorities said the incident was not a case of antisemitism. 8.2

School authorities recommended that my child be removed from the school perma- 0.2

nently.

SFhool authorities recommended that my child attend school virtually if he/she/ they 10

did not feel safe.

Subtotal 58.5
School authorities provided counselling for my child. 4.2

School authorities provided counselling for the perpetrator(s). 3.8

S_chool authorities took punitive actions against the perpetrator(s) short of suspen- o

sion.

School authorities suspended the perpetrator(s). 4.7

Scho_ol authorities created or modified a program to promote ethnic, racial, and 28

religious tolerance of Jews.

The incident was reported to the police. 5.3

Subtotal 26.9
Miscellaneous other* 14.6
Total 100.0
Note: The great majority of these cases repeated or elaborated information already provided.

In a minority of cases, schools responded as they should. They provided counselling
for the targeted child (more than 4 percent) or the perpetrator(s) (nearly 4 per-
cent), took punitive action against the perpetrator(s) short of suspension (just over
6 percent), suspended the perpetrator(s) (nearly 5 percent), created or modified a
program to promote ethnic, racial, and religious tolerance of Jews (fewer than 3 per-
cent), or reported the incident to police (more than 5 percent). Altogether, and even
including additional helpful responses in the “miscellaneous other” category, such
responses amounted to well under one-third of the total. On the slightly brighter
side, when school authorities responded, more than 60 percent did so within a week
of the report (Table 9).

I:I::: l:ng did it take for the school to begin taking action in response to the incident?” in percent
The school began its response within one day. 41.3
The school began its response within one week. 19.2
The school began its response within one month. 53
The school began its response more than one month after the incident occurred. 2.3
The school has not taken action in response to the incident. 32.0
Total 100.0
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After their children endured antisemitic incidents, about one in eight parents who
responded to the survey made the difficult decision to move their children to a dif -
ferent school. In some cases, this involved relocating residences.

Table 10 traces the mobility paths of the children who have switched or will soon
be switching schools. More than 88 percent of them have left or are leaving English
public schools, more than 8 percent have left or are leaving French public schools,
and more than 3 percent have left or are leaving non- Jewish private schools. There
are no recorded cases of children leaving Catholic or Jewish schools.

Jewish private schools are the number one choice for a new school. Nearly 39 per-
cent of those leaving follow this route. The percentage would likely be higher if
Jewish day schools existed in smaller communities, but in Ontario, only Toronto has a
Jewish high school, and outside Toronto, Ottawa, Hamilton, and London, there are no
Jewish primary day schools. This means that 9 percent of Ontario’s Jews lack access
to a full-time Jewish school at any level and 19 percent lack access to a Jewish high
school.

Another impediment to enrolment in a Jewish school is that the Ontario government
does not fund Jewish schools, unlike the governments of Quebec, Manitoba, Alberta,
and British Columbia (the only other provinces with substantial Jewish populations).
These four provinces offer partial tuition subsidies. Some of Ontario’s Jewish schools
are subsidized by community philanthropists, but that still leaves many Jews who
simply cannot afford to send their children to Jewish schools. Nevertheless, Jew-
ish schools throughout Canada have experienced an enrolment boom since October
2023 because Ontario schools are not unique in experiencing an elevated level of
antisemitism.®
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Table 10
“After the incident, did you or will you move your child to a(n) school?” in percent
From To # percent
English public school English public school 24 253
French public school 5 5.3
English Catholic school 9 9.5
French Catholic school 1 1.1
Non-Jewish private school 8 8.4
Jewish private school 37 38.9
Subtotal 84 88.4
French public school English public school 3 3.2
French public school 1 1.1
French Catholic school 4 4.2
Subtotal 8 8.4
Private non-Jewish school English public school 2 2.1
French public school 1 1.1
Subtotal 3 32
Total 95 100.0
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6.1 No Raskulachivaniye

Heather Munroe-Blum, former principal and vice-chancellor of McGill University,
tells the story of her years attending Huron Street Public School in Toronto’s Annex.
In the second half of the 1950s, the Annex was a humble neighbourhood populated
by many immigrants and first-generation Canadians. When a fresh cohort of im-
migrant children would arrive in September, veteran students typically regarded
them with disdain—as timid, smelly, and poorly dressed newcomers who knew little
English and nothing at all about the ins and outs of Canadian school life. Howev-
er, the school had a buddy system. Immigrant children were routinely paired with
veteran students charged with the responsibility of guiding the newcomers through
the unfamiliar environment, helping them with English, discovering their interests,
explaining norms and rules, introducing them to others, assisting with homework,
and the like. By December, says Munroe-Blum, the newcomers were regarded as
equal members of the school community. They felt at home.

Everyone likes evidence that confirms their beliefs, and Munroe-Blum’s story cer-
tainly had that effect on me. I heard it days after completing a report on a survey
of about 2,800 Canadian adults’ attitudes toward Jews and Muslims.* The survey
allowed me to discover myriad (and remarkably similar) social factors underlying
attitudes toward the two minority groups. The most important factor by far? Ca-
nadians who have generally had good personal experiences with Jews and Muslims
tend to have positive attitudes toward all members of the two groups. Canadians
deprived of such experiences are far more likely to dislike Muslims and Jews. This
generalization holds even for Jewish and Muslim Canadians. Munroe-Blum’s sto-
ry provides touching anecdotal evidence illustrating what my multiple regression
analysis demonstrates: even between antagonistic groups, positive experience breeds
positive generalized affect.

Ontario’s K-12 school authorities need to take the implications of Munroe-Blum’s
story to heart. They need to help all children, even Jews, feel at home. They can do
that only by treating all students as equals. This observation implies that they must
expunge the two-class model of oppressors and oppressed that informs the practice
of some school trustees, principals, and teachers—a practice that, for example, saw a
high school teacher in Ottawa assign a summative English essay requiring students
to discuss the work of any author, so long as the author was not White, Russian, or
Jewish.# School personnel need to be reminded that, since Marx, all two-class mod-
els of society have favoured the elimination of the oppressor class, the most extreme
cases giving rise to horrors like raskulachivaniye, Stalin’s 1929-32 liquidation of the
kulaks (Ukrainian peasants who were allegedly well-to-do). A better model is im-
plied by humourist Robert Benchley’s quip that “there are only two classes of people
in the world—those who divide the people of the world into two classes and those
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who don’t”#* Schools must align their policies with those who don't if they have any
hope of creating a safe and welcoming place for all students.

6.2 An Effective Code of Student Conduct

In my view, such policies must be based on the formulation, promulgation, and en-
forcement of a code of student conduct banning harassment and other forms of
aggression in schools. Remediation and, if necessary, punishment for transgressions
must be clearly stipulated, widely publicized, and rigorously applied. Again I cite re-
search showing that schools with such codes are less riddled with hateful behaviour
than are schools lacking such codes.®

[ do not mean to imply that schools should ban free speech and open discussion of
tough political issues in the higher grades. To the contrary, as a political sociologist,
[ favour open political discussion and debate in courses such as history, civics, social
studies, and global issues. Jewish students would benefit from learning about the
Nakba and today’s rash of Jewish settler violence against Palestinians in the West
Bank. Muslim and other non-Jewish students would benefit from learning about
“Jewish Nakba,” the forced migration of 850,000 Mizrachi Jews from Muslim-ma-
jority countries, mainly to Israel, in the 1950s, and the way the 138 Palestinian suicide
bombings during the second intifada undermined the previously vigorous Israeli
peace movement and pushed the Israeli public far to the right. Generating an em-
pathic understanding of the suffering of both sides in the conflict and showing how
actions taken by both sides have driven them further apart would do much to lower
the temperature in schools.

However, for the edification of all students, political discussion must be respect-
ful and informed. Free speech should be honoured, but one must remember that
intimidation is not respectful and sloganeering is not informed.* Students are in
school to be educated, not indoctrinated.

6.3 Educate the Educator

The educator, too, needs an education. The Israel-Palestine conflict has generated
much rancour in Ontario’s schools, but few teachers seem to be equipped to under-
stand let alone teach its complexities. And few appear to have had the training to deal
appropriately with student clashes generated by the larger conflict. The solution to
this problem has both pedagogical and emotional aspects.

Compulsory professional development days devoted to contemporary antisemitism
and the history of the Israel-Palestine conflict led by diverse experts on the subject
are needed. I believe a useful pedagogical model would involve a conversation be-
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tween knowledgeable instructors who are keen to base their arguments on evidence,
eager to entertain questions from and listen to teachers, and able to express empathy
toward the other side in the dialogue.

Teachers must also learn how to deal better with intense emotions that students
express in hateful and aggressive ways. Quebec has developed a model for handling
this problem.

The Quebec Ministry of Education formed a Research and Action on Social Polar-
ization (RAPS) team in 2016. Headed by a transcultural psychiatrist, team members
include Arab-Muslim, Jewish, and other clinicians who aim “to understand the so-
cial, political and psychological dynamics that fuel ... polarizations and to support the
development of effective prevention and intervention programs.”*

For example, immediately after October 7, 2023, the RAPS team acted to mitigate
conflict in schools. It provided training and webinars for school staff in which strat-
egies were developed “to facilitate safe expression of emotions related to the Mid-
dle East conflict and to mitigate hate discourses and actions ... associated with it.”+
Within a week, the RAPS team held four webinars for 481 school personnel. The
webinars developed strategies that involved providing opportunities for students to
hold respectful discussions in which they could express themselves and listen and
respond to opposing viewpoints while team members emphasized “the importance
of solidarities around civil and human rights and around peacebuilding.” This ap-
proach offered the opportunity to frame the conflict in a nuanced way and embrace
the value of “shared humanism, dialogue and non-violence.”*

No research has yet been conducted on how well or poorly these interventions
achieved their aims, but it seems to me that this approach has considerable potential
and is therefore worth further investigation.**

6.4 Define, Track, and Report

The methods of Ontario schools for reporting antisemitic incidents are inadequate.
We need a system to properly track and report such incidents. Setting up such a
system might involve the following steps:

1. Define Jews in a way that is appropriate to the post-emancipation era. Jews ceased
to be a purely religious group when their emancipation began in late 18"
century western Europe. Jews today are people who identify as Jewish by
religion or who identify with no religion but say they are Jewish by eth-
nicity, culture, or ancestry. This definition is the social science standard that
has been in place in Canada for decades, and it is operationalized in the
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Canadian census. By defining Jews as a religious group only, the census of
the TDSB, for example, is off to a bad start.

2. Adoprt a definition of antisemitism that respects the Ontario Human Rights Code.
The code outlaws discrimination based not only on the basis of religion
and ethnicity but also on the basis of ancestry, place of origin, and citi-
zenship, among other criteria. It follows that bullying, harassment, and all
other species of outrageous behaviour against children of Israeli parent-
age are as discriminatory as such behaviour against children of, say, Somali
parentage. The right of Israel to exist as a Jewish state was recommended
by a large majority of United Nations member countries in 1947, and Israel
is presently recognized by 85 percent of UN member states. It follows that
actions denying the right of Israel to exist as a Jewish state must be included
as instances of hate. The IHRA’s definition of antisemitism makes precisely
this point. It was adopted by the TDSB in 2018 as part of its equity policy and
by the Province of Ontario through an Order in Council in 2020. Now is the
time to enforce the definition.

3. Create an online system allowing students, parents, and staff to easily report an-
tisemitic incidents. All such reports must be investigated and verified. Once
corroborated, they should be added to online tallies, giving students, par-
ents, teachers, and administrators a timely picture of how well they are do-
ing in their struggle against hate in schools. In addition, an annual report
should analyze the year’s incidents and compare them to incidents in pre-
vious years. Of course, a reporting system like the one I've described should
not be restricted to antisemitic incidents. Jews are far from the only objects
of hate in Ontario schools. Islamophobia, transphobia, anti-Black racism,
and other prejudices are widespread, and all should be laid bare to assist in
their elimination.

6.6 Conclusion: Is a Multicultural Revival Possible?

It was only in the 1960s that most Jews started feeling completely at home in Canada.
Non-Jews were becoming more tolerant, and obstacles to entering the country’s
economic, political, and social mainstream weakened substantially. The Jewish com-
munity soon became a model of the 1970s multiculturalist ideal. That is, while re-
maining ethnically cohesive, the community forged strong ties to non- Jewish society
and contributed much—professionally and philanthropically—to medicine, educa-
tion, science, jurisprudence, government, the economy, and the arts.® The standing
and reception of the Jewish community advanced to the point where Irving Abella,
the late dean of Canadian Jewish historians, wrote in the 2012 edition of The Canadian
Encyclopedia that “anti-Semitism is no longer ... a major concern for Canadian Jews.”
Other scholars and public opinion polls echoed his observation, at least until 2022.%
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Abella’s encyclopedia entry was updated after his death. The passage I just quoted
was removed in the encyclopedia’s 2023 edition. And for good reason. Today, most
Canadian Jews are shocked and angered by the antisemitism they confront online,
at work, on the streets, in universities, and in schools. The parents who participated
in the survey on which this report is based were asked to “Please indicate whether
you think each of the following groups is often, sometimes, rarely, or never the ob-
ject of hate in Canadian society today. Hate may be expressed as insults, harassment,
vandalism, or physical assault” Their responses are striking. Nearly 9o percent of
respondents claimed that Jews are “often” the object of hate in Canadian society,
a score more than 43 percentage points higher than that accorded to transgender
people, perceived to be the second most hated group (Table 11).

These and other findings of this study seem to me to pose a tough question: Must
we now refer to Canada’s multicultural era exclusively in the past tense? I believe the
answer to that question depends heavily on whether Canadian governments, corpo-
rations, universities, schools, and other organizations enact and enforce policies that
speak firmly to values Canadians once proudly upheld.

Table 11

“Please indicate whether you think each of the following groups is often, sometimes, rarely,
or never the object of hate in Canadian society today. Hate may be expressed as insults,
harassment, vandalism, or physical assault,” in percent

Never Rarely Sometimes Often DK/NA Total
Jewish people 0.4 0.6 8.8 89.9 0.3 100.0
Transgender people 1.3 9.0 36.2 46.5 7.0 100.0
Indigenous/Aboriginal people 3.1 12.8 40.3 38.7 5.1 100.0
Black people 1.5 8.6 49.0 36.7 4.1 100.0
Gay and lesbian people 2.4 15.4 51.2 27.0 4.0 100.0
Muslim people 33 23.6 48.0 21.1 4.0 100.0
South Asian people 1.8 14.9 57.1 19.6 6.7 100.0
Chinese people 2.9 20.9 54.7 15.5 6.0 100.0




Canadian Jewish Studies / Etudes juives canadiennes, vol. 41, 2025

Appendix

55



56 Appendix

Sample and population characteristics

To illustrate how the sample compares to Ontario’s Jewish population, I highlight
two important features of the sample and the population: area of residence and con-
nection to organized Jewish life. In one instance I must use Toronto data as a proxy
for all of Ontario, which is less problematic than it may seem since more than 81
percent of Ontario’s Jews live in the Toronto census metropolitan area according to
the 2021 Census of Canada.

Table A1 shows where Ontario’s Jews and survey respondents reside. It divides both
groups into the province’s eleven census metropolitan areas with more than one
thousand Jews each and an “other” category for the rest of the province.

I::llies:;opulation, Ontario 2021, and percent of sample, by census metropolitan areas with
more than 1,000 Jews
Jewish population per;i:hgt'ij:r\:liSh p:arf;?:::f

Census metropolitan area
Toronto 186,905 81.4 60.8
Ottawa* 14,045 6.1 20.9
Hamilton 5,310 2.3 1.5
London 2,765 1.2 2.6
Barrie 2,275 1.0 0.9
Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo 2,245 1.0 1.5
St. Catharines-Niagara 1,710 0.7 0
Oshawa 1,645 0.7 0.6
Kingston 1,410 0.6 1.2
Windsor 1,270 0.6 0.5
Guelph 1,210 0.5 0.9
Other** 5,950 3.9 8.6
Total 229,485 100.0 100.0
*The Ontario part of the Ottawa-Gatineau census metropolitan area.
**Includes areas outside census metropolitan areas.
Source for column 1: Charles Shahar, 2021 Census: The Jewish Population of Canada (Jewish Federa-
tions of Canada-UIA and CIJA, 2024), 58.

The biggest difference between the sample and the population concerns the per-
centage of respondents from Toronto and Ottawa, by far the two largest Jewish cen-
tres in Ontario. The Toronto sample is about 18 percentage points smaller than the
corresponding figure for the population, while the Ottawa sample is about 15 per-
centage points larger. [ attribute these results to the survey’s relatively more ef-
fective advertising campaign in Ottawa. This difference notwithstanding, the social
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composition of Jews in Toronto and Ottawa does not appear to be very different. For
example, the Jewish communities in the two cities had the identical median age in
2021: 42.4 years.” And the denominational breakdown of Jews is not greatly dissimilar
in the two cities, the main difference being the higher percentage of Reform Jews in
Toronto and of nondenominational Jews in Ottawa (Table Az2). The latter differences
may balance out insofar as Reform and nondenominational Jews are the least tradi-
tional Jews in Canada.

Table A2
Denominational distribution of Toronto Jews, 2018, and Ontario, Toronto, and Ottawa Jews in
the sample, in percent

Toronto 2018 | Ontario sample | Toronto sample | Ottawa sample
Orthodox* 17 10 10 15
Conservative 27 38 38 34
Reform 17 18 20 10
Other denomination** 13 4 5 3
No denomination; just Jewish 26 29 28 38
Total 100 100 100 100

*Includes Orthodox, Modern Orthodox, Hasidic, Yeshivish, and Chabad.

**Includes Reconstructionist, Humanist, Humanitarian, Renewal, and other.

Source for column 1: Robert Brym et al., 2018 Survey of Jews in Canada (Environics Institute, 2019),
www.environicsinstitute.org/docs/default-source/project-documents/2018-survey-of-jews-in-can-
ada/2018-survey-of-jews-in-canada---final-report.pdf.

Second, as might be expected given this study’s methodology, the sample consists of
individuals who are more connected to organized Jewish life than are Jews in On-
tario’s population. Thus, according to the 2018 Survey of Jews in Canada, 70 percent of
Toronto’s Jewish households have at least one member who belongs to a synagogue
or a Jewish organization other than a synagogue.s The comparable percentage is
undoubtedly lower in other Ontario cities.® For this study’s sample, the correspond-
ing figure is 99 percent. Similarly, according to the 2021 census, nearly 86 percent of
Ontario’s Jews said they identify with the Jewish religion.* The corresponding figure
for this study’s sample is more than 97 percent.

In sum, while the sample cannot be considered representative of the Ontario Jewish
population, available data suggest that it is not hugely different from the roughly
two-thirds of Ontario’s Jews who are relatively well connected to the community in
belief, identification, and membership.
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